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The 

Christian 

1. 

chief influences which finally culminated in the 

life were as follows: 

A Christian environment in home life, where family 

PVraAysrs 5s civine one “tenth of the family income, 

regular private and Church worship were practised. 

The example of a devout, patient, suffering, faithful 
Christian mother. 

The experience of joining the Church, at 10 years 
of age, resulting at that particular time in a definite 
pleasure, though not permanently effectual in keeping 
thie Cdy pn Hs upege Hien pogeig ag binding, and a reality. Church 
membership was preceded by a"spiritual awakening" 
marked chiefly by sorrow for what was thought to 
have been sin, and desire to be good. Several other 

People, children and adults, joined at the same time. 
Regular work during the next eight years, as librarian 
in the S$.8% library, served to keep up a touch with 
Christian people in spite of the loss of real 
Christian faith. 

battle with secret and public sin during early 
school and student days led to open confession 
that the Christian life was at an end. Church 
membership was continued, however. 

This struggle to overcome resulted. in acknowledgement 
that the battle could not ike won alone. The silent 
but perfectly apparent sympathy and appreciative 
knowledge of the mother was ahe mainstay through 
this period. 

Finally, by a clear cut act of the will, based on 
Previous failure to win alone, the claims BU Lo reh 
by Paul for the Sufficiency of Christ to save, were 
accepted on trial. Permanent faith followed, and 
Victory, though not without frequent later defeat. 

The three Passages which justify the above are 
ls Matthew 11;28 "Come unto me all ye that labor and 

are heavy laden and 1! will give you rest." 
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2. I Gers (TOR ES "There hath no temptation taken you 

but sttoh as! Man can Dear) bute Codie fatenruls who 

will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are 

able; but will with the temptation make also a way 

of escape, that ye may be able to endure it." 

3% Ron. 6. l5¢ 22,25 "Know ye not that to whom ye 

present yourselves as servants unto obedience, his 

servants ye are whom ye obey; whether of sin unto 

death, or of obedience unto righteousness? as ye 

But now being made free from sin, and become servants 

foo.Ged, yo have youruwfruit unto sanctification, and 

the end eternal life. Kor the wares of sine A's) oe ath’: 

bUbCthSe- free e¢iftt of -Cod is eternal life in Unriat ; 

Jesus our Lord.” 
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‘l-bave been told that l was born on a-certain day of a-certain 

year. 1 do not remember any thing abd outip and yet I believe it.| 

1 do not know when or now:] was :“ born again » and yet I believe 

1 am a Christian. God and my #other are*insepera bly linked to 

ny earkiest recollections,and 1 have no wore doubt of Heaven 

and God than-1 have of Home and Mother. 1 cannot rec all 

when 1 learned to walk or taik, .obut’in tne Ghristian tite 1 am 

taking .a:few steps every day, and learning new characters in 

God’?s alonabet - in the hope that some day.l may walk and talk 

wito Him. 
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What Qualities ‘ 
Earned Jesus’ 

ESUS lived and suffered on this earth TO 
IMPROVE MEN HERE. 

Tis mission was not merely to prepare 

men for a life to come. 

He taught that on earth His Father’s law 
of order and harmony should rule, He pre- 

dicted perfect conditions here below. 
His most encouraging prophecies promise ideal human 

life, and fill with hope every believer in the race who looks 

forward to perfect social conditions, under God’s rule, on 

earth. 

The future life, suggested by instinct and promised by 

religion, is promised to man under certain conditions. 

Through study of these conditions and restrictions, it is 

pessible to form an opinion, however feeble, concerning the 

qualities that Jesus held in highest esteem. 

All of His promises, threats and exhortations were based 

on a desire to make us live more worthily on earth. 

He came HERE to meet men and live among them. 

He came to deal with and improve conditions surrounding 

them HERE. 

a & & 

There can be nothing more interesting, nothing 

more profitable, than reverent study of the words and 

purposes of Jesus. And to those interested in social develop- 

ment the study is doubly profitable, since Jesus’ teachings are 

ALL social. From first to last there is not one word polit- 

ical—for all men’s petty, passing politics here, there is only 

pity, in the noble nature that knew not contempt. 

Of men whose lives began in apparent love of their fel- 
lows, countless thousands have ended victims of their political 

ambition. To all such the temptation of ambition has ap- 

pealed successfully. 

The temptation of personal, earthly power was put before 

Jestis—in vain. : 

All the kingdoms of the earth are shown and offered to 

Him by the evil spirit of ambition. (Matthew, iv., 8.) The 

reply is: 
“Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship 

the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.” 

The Disciples are warned against political ambition: 

“Take heed, beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, and of 

the leaven of Herod.” Mark, viii., 15. 

After the feeding of the multitude on the shores of Gal- 

ilee, the miracle of the loaves and fishes, Jesus was acclaimed 

by the people as political leader—in those days, as in these, 
he who gave to the people MATERIAL blessings earned 

their warmest approval: 
“When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and 

take Him by force, to make Him a king, He departed again into 

a mountain Himself alone.” John, vi., 15. 

We hope at intervals in this column to study Jesus’ prom- 

ises of social betterment on earth and His orders governing 

men’s relations with each other. Let us consider to-day the 

qualities in man that earned His approval. 

Ba & & 

First is the all-important command TO DO THE WILL 

OF HIS PATER: 
“Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 

into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 

Father which is in heaven.” Matthew, vii., 21. 

His life was devoted to expounding and exemplifying 

the will of His Father. All of His words and deeds must be 

studied to know that will. But first beyond question and 
most often emphasized come kindness to children and to 

women, sympathy for the poor, and genuine brotherly love 

for one another. 

DETERMINATION and PERSISTENCY in effort 

are necessary : 

“No man, having put his hand to the plough, and looking 

back, is fit for the kingdom of God.” Luke, ix.,-62. 

The man whose efforts are to help on the race must have 

determination, and NEVER LOOK BACK, once his task is 

undertaken. Such men are the WORKERS, the STICK- 

ERS. They fill the graves of martyrs, of courageous ex- 

plorers, of liberty’s fighting friends. Only the man deter- 

mined to do his share is fit for the kingdom of God. 
SIMPLICITY, freedom from conceit, are essential to 

the perfect human character: 
“Except ye turn, and become as little children, ye shall not 

enter into the kingdom of heaven.” Matthew, xviii., 3. 

Simplicity of mind and heart are characteristic of truest 

greatness in all departments of useful effort. Newton, Archi- 

medes, Lincoln, Bunyan, Cromwell, have all the simplicity of 

Vittle children.” 
Personal, INTRINSIC MERIT is necessary: 
“Children, how hard it is for them that trust in riches to 

enter into the kingdom of God!” Mark, x., 24, 

It is HARD for any rich man to enter the kingdom. It 

is indeed hard for any man made selfish and egotistical by 
more than his share to possess the qualities that win Divine 

approval. It is especially hard for the rich man who “trusts 
in riches,” and not in actual qualities of his own. 

SELF-DENTAL, the power to deprive ourselves, is nec- 

essary to the good man: 
“If thine eye cause thee to stumble, cast it out. i Aa aS 

If thy hand cause thee to stumble, cut it off.” 

Thus, allegorically, we are told that we must deprive our- 

selves of those weaknesses, vices, self-indulgences, that mar 

our characters, 

Do the WILL OF GOD. Be DETERMINED. Culti- 

vate SIMPLICITY, Rely on your MERIT, and not on your 

MONEY. Practise SELF-DENIAL. 

Thus you may earn the approval of Jesus and help on 

His work—the betterment of man here and hereafter. 
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